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for all his genius, newton had serious psychological problems. he was obsessed with alchemy, found in the bible, and spent much of his time in prayer. often he locked himself away in his rooms at cambridge, where
he did not venture for several months. he formulated the mathematical law of gravitation, the only valid explanation for the motions of the planets. newton's law of universal gravitation is the key to everything in
the universe from the solar system to galaxies and the big bang. without newton's law of universal gravitation, it would be impossible to make sense of the universe. the holy bible appeared to contain other truths

that newton believed he could show that the entire universe was being created by a single divine force, god, and his god created the heavens and the earth. everything in the universe including the earth and all the
planets revolve around the sun in a precise circular orbit. newton discovered the key to this being his law of universal gravitation which he published in 1687 and which was later proven by the great astronomer sir
edmond halley. we begin our story with a man toiling in obscurity in a small room with a single window and no natural light. its hardly surprising that newton laboured in his room. newton also had a bad back, his

work came with a heavy physical cost and his inexpressive face suggested to no one that he was anything other than an old and tired man. his unpublished alchemical research and documents relating to his
heretical views remained a closely guarded secret in his lifetime. after his death, his unpublished alchemical research and documents relating to his heretical views were buried to protect his reputation. they
remained largely hidden until 1936 when they were purchased by the economist john maynard keynes. keynes revealed that newton was a much more complex man than history had allowed. the programme

concludes that newtons secret obsession with alchemy helped him to achieve some of his greatest scientific insights.
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